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Massage as the Body's Workout
Can Bodywork Sometimes Make You Sore?
Shirley Vanderbilt
You've just had a wonderful massage,
and you go home feeling both relaxed
and rejuvenated. But later that night you
feel like you're coming down with
something. Or perhaps the next
morning, you wake up with twinges of
muscle soreness, maybe some fatigue,
and you just don't feel yourself. What
happened? Chances are it's the massage,
and it's perfectly OK.
Keith Grant, head of the Sports and
Deep Tissue Massage Department at
McKinnon Institute in Oakland, Calif.,
says, "It's very much like doing a
workout. If the muscles aren't used to it,
they often respond with some soreness."
Grant notes this should last for no more
than a day or two. If it lasts longer, the

therapist can find all the kinks that have
built up from daily stress and too little
or too much exercise. The whole point
of a therapeutic massage is to release that
tension, work out the kinks, and help
your body relax so it can function at an
optimal level. All of this work stretches
muscles, pushes blood into them, and
gets things working again.

A Closer Look

There are several theories, in addition
to muscle function, as to why people
sometimes experience after-effects from
massage.

"Be happy for
this moment.
This moment is
your life."
-Omar Khayyam

Massage can stimulate the lymph system,
which is comprised of several organs
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A good massage can sometimes leave you feeling like you had a good workout.
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massage may have been too intense, and
the therapist should adjust for this in
the next session. However, just as with
exercise, when your body adjusts to
having this type of workout, your
physical response will also be less
intense.
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A professional massage is more than an
ordinary backrub. Your massage

(thymus, tonsils, spleen, adenoids),
hundreds of lymph nodes, and a
multitude of vessels that run throughout
the body. These lymphatic vessels carry a
clear fluid, known as lymph, that
circulates around the body's tissues,
absorbing fluid, waste products, dead
cells, bacteria, viruses, fats, and proteins
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from the tissue as it goes, while also
giving passage to immune cells as they're
needed. Massage can sometimes
stimulate the lymph system, helping to
eliminate toxins from the body. And if
the body contains a high level of
environmental or dietary toxins, you
could feel some mild, flu-like
symptoms. While most people come out
of a typical massage feeling nothing but
relaxed, some people do report feeling a
bit nauseous. If this is the case, make
sure to drink plenty of water and
perhaps take a slow walk. Movement
creates a greater lymphatic response and
will hurry the process along.
Grant points to another theory being
closely
examined
by
experts.
Neurological
sensitivity,
or
"sensitization," looks at the "whole
response of what's going on in a
person." As Grant explains, massage
provides a significant amount of input
to the central nervous system and the
body responds to that increased
information. Pain and other occasional
after-effects may be the result of a
system that has received more
information than it can handle at that
particular time. And because the
amount of sensory input we receive
during any day or week is always
fluctuating, sometimes we may be
overloaded and other times not. It
depends on the total stress (emotional,
spiritual
and
physical)
being
experienced by the body at that moment.

benefits:
- Understand that every body reacts
differently.
Your body is an organism made up of
complex systems that react to a
constantly changing influx of external
factors.
- Maintain good health practices.
This means keeping your mind free of
negative clutter.
- Drink plenty of water immediately
following your treatment.
Continue to do so for the next day or
two. This will rehydrate your tissues and
ease the effects.
- Take it easy after your massage.
Go home, relax and just allow your body
to find its balance naturally.

huge part in how healthy you'll be and
how youthful you'll remain. Budgeting
time and money for bodywork at
consistent intervals is an investment in
your health. And remember: just
because massage feels like a pampering
treat doesn't mean it is any less
therapeutic.
Consider
massage
appointments a necessary piece of your
health plan, and work with your
practitioner to establish a treatment
schedule that best meets your needs.
Like exercise, making bodywork a
habitual practice is good for your health.
And if you wake up the next morning a
little sore, it's probably because you had
a really good massage.

Getting a massage can do you a world of
good. And getting massage frequently
can do even more. This is the beauty of
bodywork. Taking part in this form of
regularly scheduled self-care can play a

Minimizing Overload

So what can you do to minimize the
sometimes uncomfortable side effects?
It's important to communicate with your
massage therapist regarding your
expectations, as well as your current state
of health. Your therapist can then tailor
the massage to your personal needs and
desires, and make adjustments in
intensity or technique as the session
proceeds. "I'd look at what's being
done," says Grant. In some cases, a
shorter or more soothing session may be
more appropriate. In others, the
therapist may need to change the kind of
technique used. Much of this can be
judged by how the person is feeling and
responding during the massage.
In addition to communicating clearly
with your practitioner throughout the
session, following a few simple steps will
help ease tenderness and maximize
Bodywork can stimulate the lymph system, which can help detox the body.

Is the Season Getting You Down?
Shine the Light on Winter Blues
In northern climates when the heavy
snows fall and the sun moves south,
many people find their moods shift
from upbeat to downright depressed.
The
severe
form
of
winter
depression--called seasonal affective
disorder, or SAD--affects at least two
million North Americans. Another
thirty-nine million experience milder
symptoms of moodiness and extended
sleep patterns that somewhat resemble
hibernation.
Overeating, sleeping for prolonged
periods, mood swings, carbohydrate
cravings, and weight gain during winter
months may be more than just
symptoms of cabin fever. They can
suggest a biochemical reaction caused by
a lack of exposure to sunlight.
Like all living things, we humans are
sensitive to the seasons and sunlight. We
secrete a hormone called melatonin,
which helps us sleep at night and stay
awake during the day. Melatonin
production is directly linked to sun

exposure. So, as the days get shorter
during the winter, our bodies produce
more and more melatonin and we can
literally feel like going into a cave and
hibernating.

lamp and use it first thing in the
morning--because SAD is for the bears.

Many SAD sufferers manage their
seasonal depression with daily exposure
to full-spectrum lamps or light boxes.
By getting daily doses of natural light,
they can fool their brains into thinking
it's summertime, and their need to sleep
decreases.
Recent research shows that timing these
light therapy sessions to our natural
biological clocks is even more beneficial
than usage during the day. Exposure to
natural spectrum bright light for thirty
minutes on awakening is twice as
effective as evening sessions, and one
study found this practice actually had an
80 percent chance of sending SAD into
remission.
If winter blues are getting to you,
consider investing in a full spectrum

Loosen the grip of seasonal affective disorder.

Hibernating is for the Bears
Plan to Stay Fit This Winter
Winter's here, and you've moved your
running shoes to the back of the closet
until April. Yet that piece of pumpkin
pie has your name on it.
With the onset of colder weather,
shorter days, and snow-covered streets,
we eat more and exercise less, waiting for
the spring thaw to get back in shape.
Instead of having to make New Year's
resolutions to lose holiday weight and
join a health club, why not set goals to
stay fit this winter?
Move Fitness Indoors
Winter is the perfect time to start a
weight-training program. When it's
sunny and warm in summer, you'd
rather be outside cycling or rock
climbing. When it's snowing, why not
lift weights for 30 minutes during
lunch? Statistics show that more people

suffer heart attacks in winter from
shoveling snow, often because they're
out of shape. With regular strength
training, you'll be able to shovel that
snow and get a head start with outdoor
sports when spring comes around.
Walk Outside on Weekends
Going for a jog or walk during mid-day
when the sun is high is a great time to
get outside and catch a few rays. Be sure
to dress warmly, wear sunscreen, and
drink plenty of water. Dehydration is
most common in colder months when
you're less aware of fluid loss.
Take a Dance Class
Accept that invitation to the New Year's
Eve celebration and take a class in
ballroom dancing. While you're
dancing, you're not hanging around the
buffet table or the bar, and your

waistline will thank you for it.
Rediscover Ice Skating
Whether it's on a frozen pond or at a
rink, ice skating provides seasonal
exercise opportunities, especially good
for the legs. And it's great fun, bringing
out the kid in all of us.
Consider Snowshoeing
Snowshoeing is just a matter of
strapping snowshoes onto your boots
and walking. Snowshoes make hiking
trails and snowy city parks accessible and
can be rented from sporting goods
stores at a relatively inexpensive price.

"Try to be a
rainbow in
someone's
cloud."
-Maya Angelou

,

________"Winter Just Isn't the Same!"________
Weather in OH can be confusing! It goes from freezing rain
to sunny in 1.5 days! We're not sure whether to grab our
coat or an umbrella while rushing out the door! While we
can't help with that, we have compiled some useful Winter
tips for you to share with friends and family. Please don't
hesitate to call or stop in with questions!

